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PREFACE

O

F MAKING many books there is no end,"
declared wise old Solomon; but he also
said that words from the wise would be as
"goads" for correction, and "as nails fastened" to
help settle one's convictions as to truth; thereby
others would be "admonished." This has been the
basis of the inward urge of the Spirit to put into
writing personal experiences which have been milestones of spiritual growth. It is only with the hope
and the prayer that this record may be illuminating
and helpful to other pilgrims on life's pathway that
this record has been written.
The Lord Jesus Christ assured His disciples that
the Comforter, or Holy Spirit, would guide them
"into all truth." We cannot apprehend it all at once.
We read it in the Bible from day to day, but God
uses the experiences of life to make it real and vital
to us by the illumination of the Spirit upon us, for
our growth in grace and a knowledge of the Truth.
Some feel quite uncertain as to how much or how
little one must believe for salvation, or to escape
the errors of our modern day and its false cults.
Some perhaps need help and encouragement in the
matter of prayer in home affairs and in ascertaining
the will of God. We earnestly pray that these lines
may be effectively used by the Spirit.
2

CHAPTER

I

T

O BE "wise unto salvation" is the primary
need of man. Most men have some knowledge, but comparatively few have the true
wisdom which is of salvation. My spiritual conversion was on the 0ccasion of Gypsy Smith's visit
to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1907. In the old
Y. M. C. A. auditorium at 15th and Chestnut
Streets I raised my hand and made public confession
of receiving Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour.
Inward release from the guilt of sin, and overflowing
joy were experienced because the primary truth that
"Christ died for our sins"- my sins- was believed,
and I trusted Him for salvation. This, by the way,
is the most precious single line in any Testament or
Bible; only five words: "Christ died for our sins,"
but it is the very heart of the Gospel.
. Behind this experience, in my early twenties, was
a "guarded education" in a Quaker boarding school,
and a Christian home under a mother's watchful
care (my father died when I was about three);
Bible reading, usually at breakfast and on "the first
day of the week," by my mother, were early influences. I also recall her occasionally sharing with
me some especially fine pages from her Daily Light as

1-

4

Some Milestones of the Spirit

she read it morning by morning. In school many
passages of Scripture were memorized- a good
habit of lasting value. To live a consistent life of
moral behavior was the drive of all such training;
to be "all wool and a yard wide" seemed to be the
goal. All this has place and strength in the foundation of character, but it also has its weakness. As
I look back on it all, it seemed to be impersonal ;
God was far off, and Christ was a hero of pure
example to be followed as consistently as possible.
It was rather typical Quaker religion of the nineties. We were to love and follow Jesus; He indeed
was the Head of the Church; but we took personal
salvation for granted without any instruction as to
how it was accomplished, or what were its conditions. How to be "born again" was never made
clear. The Bible was received as God's truth, but
no evidence for this faith was given us.
Help in the Y. M. C. A.

About the time of the Gypsy Smith meetings in
Philadelphia, I had attended a Y. M. C . A. Bible
class for young men in Moorestown, New Jersey,
my home town. The leader was ]. Harvey Borton
(now three years in his heavenly home), and he made
the study of Joseph in Egypt very practical and
searching for us young men. A little later there
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was an afternoon meeting for men in the Grange
Hall, and I recall being very much under conviction
of sin and a sense of the need of forgiveness. As if it
were only yesterday, I remember standing on my
feet and quoting Isaiah 1 :18: ". . . though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ;
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as
wool." There were tears of repentance, and conviction of the need which only Christ could meet.
A few days later the public confession, in Philadelphia, at Gypsy Smith's invitation, helped to settle the
transaction. I believe I really experienced " salvation" and had a hope of eternal life. I was sure my
sins were forgiven, but the basis of full assurance
and understanding came later.
Modernized at College

Shortly afterward I went to Cornell University in
New York State for further study in Landscape
Architecture, my chosen profession. At once I
took interest in the Christian Association activities
in Barnes Hall. I went to Bible classes, special
meetings, and Chapel every Sunday. For two years
I really worked at the balanced Christian life"what men live by"- as Cabot called it. My
"work" was drafting ; my "play" was soccer
and cricket ; my "love" was a sweetheart down in

6
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Jersey; and my "worship" was an interdenominational Y. M. C. A. religion of increasing good
works. But I was unconsciously getting "modernized."
At Cornell I met Professor Jeremiah W. Jenks,
who had just written the first study book on
"Social Problems" for Y. M. C . A . groups ; and also
a Professor of Mathematics from Germany, who
first introduced me to the philosophy of Higher
Criticism of the Bible. At a Sunday morning class
I "learned" with quite a shock that the story of
David and Goliath was only a myth- some folklore
of the Jews; not real history. I heard Dr. Hugh
Black of Scotland give a series of lectures for two
weeks on "The Reconstruction of Theology." He
told us how Europe was "rethinking" its message in
the light of modern science, and the wisdom (?)
of Germany. The following year Dr. Black gave a
very impressive message in Chapel on Prayer, but he
undermined my faith in the Bible by his lectures on
Jeremiah. Social responsibility was the substitute
for the Gospel of salvation. We were exhorted in
class and out of class to "think things through for
yourselves. " Of course the professors very definitely guided our thinking so that we would follow
their lead in skepticism and the adulteration of our
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earlier faith. I came out of college a skeptic and a
social reformer; a Y. M. C. A. sort of Christian,
zealous of good works and keen to reach boys with
this new type of Bible study; and to give good advice
as to social behavior.
As I look back on it all, I'm sure my conversion
was genuine, but I had left the Father's house for an
intellectual prodigal journey. I was in a far country,
feeding on husks; I was long on "religion and ethics,"
but short on salvation and what it should mean.
Down in my heart I was unsettled.

CHAPTER

II

After college days I entered my profession of
Landscape Design, working out from Philadelphia
and traveling considerably for Home and Garden
development, from Buffalo and Long Island, New
York, to the old Virginia estates around Charlottesville. My faith in Christ was fairly personal as I
kept the "morning watch" quite regularly ; and as a
leader in county "Y" work in New Jersey, I endeavored to "help" the boys and young men in their
spiritual life. Billy Sunday came to Philadelphia,
and while my wife "hit the trail" in public confession, I was stimulated to more zeal in "personal
work." I did endeavor to grow and to "put my best
foot forward."
Fortunately, this attitude opened the door for the
Lord's leading to bring me into touch with the
evangelical movement of that day. Bible Institutes
like those started by great men of God, such as D.
L. Moody, R. A. Torrey, and C. I. Scofield, were
springing up, and summer conferences were becoming more general.
To a Summer Conference

My "father confessor" (in a thoroughly Protestant sense), ]. Harvey Borton, whose letters had been
8
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a real help during college days, had gone to a Victorious Life Conference at Princeton, New Jersey,
and urged my wife and me to spend a time there if
we desired to be helped spiritually, and really grow.
So, in 1915, we spent a day ; and then in 1916, three
days, at the Princeton Conference. I well remembet
going with my pockets filled with Peace literature,
and "Disarmament" propaganda- the "appeasement" program of those days to keep us out of war
with Mexico. I thought I could help other Christians and perhaps some of the leaders to see this
"way of life." But I found they had a "faith that
overcomes the world," and I had a brand that was
"overcome by the world," a great fact that William
Penn had had to learn and then passed on to others.
There was a program of ''peace among men" in my
head, but not "the peace of God" in my heart.
I was full of uncertainties, and there was no victory
in my soul. I learned that week that my rebellious
will must be yielded to the will of God; that if I
would learn to know in some measure "the mind of
Christ," I must abide in His word and trust in Him
so fully that I could say in deep humility and sincerity, "Nothing matters but the will of God for
my life." I must give up man-made schemes of
Peace and learn to know Christ, who gives the peace

10
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in the heart which the world cannot give, neither
can it take away. I went home with "the joy of
salvation,, in my heart. I was in the way of learning
the process of walking by faith ; of learning to know
the power and wisdom of the indwelling Holy
Spirit; of claiming as my own the "precious promises,, of Holy Scripture as I desired to become a
" partaker of the Divine nature.,,

Results of a Surrender
By this new experience of surrender I now had a
fullness of the Spirit which revolutionized my
attitude toward the uncertainties which had made
me so unsettled before. I now found that the Bible
had life in it, and that my own experience of new
spiritual life was closely related to my acceptance in
faith of its truth. I was now eager to get evidence
concerning the accuracy and reliability of the
Bible. I soon learned that "the Bible isn't the kind
of book man could write if he would; nor is it the
kind of book man would write if he could.,, It condemns all sin and also the sinner! It is supernatural
in origin, in wording and thought, in its foretelling
of the future, and in its accuracy and permanence.
It is truly God's Written Word, utterly unique
as it gives the past, the present, and the future of
man ; his lost condition as a sinner, his redemption
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by Christ, his regeneration by the Holy Spirit
through faith, and his ultimate glorification with
Christ when He comes again to rule in the Millennium. It was made clear to me that God has a
plan for this old world, even as He has also for each
life that will accept it. This appealed to me as a
designer of gardens. I believed in working "according to blueprints" ; and if workmen would not fol,
low my plans, I could no longer use their services.
Even so, I learned that God had plans for a Kingdom upon this earth, and He expected His servants
to work toward that end- by "bringing back the
King"; by obeying the Great Commission; in short,
by evangelism; by completing the Church- the
"ecclesia," or "called-out ones," to this definite end.
My thought and pr.ayer and activity were no
longer directed toward the cleaning up of this
world by reforms, but by witnessing to the saving
grace of Christ, to plead with men to be reconciled to
God through faith in His Son, the only Saviour of
the world. I saw evangelism to be the true business
of the church, and not reforms in sociology. My
professors had led my thinking into a morass of
uncertainty and false hopes for the world. Man's
efforts are doomed to failure! By the grace of God,
and a new illumination upon the pages of Scripture,

12
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I saw that the return of Christ in Person, was
ithe only hope for the world, and that He had
plans which were being worked out. In the meantime I was to co-operate with Him, in His redeeming grace, by preaching the Gospel, and thus make
Him known to others.

CHAPTER

III

After the mountain-top experience of the summer, it was to be expected that testings of faith
would follow. Would this life of faith be lasting
and practical in business and in the home? I at once
began to study the Bible morning by morning on the
subject of prayer, following various outlines and
finally making out my own for use in Y. M. C. A.
meetings. I wrote a small booklet entitled Responsibilities and Conditions of Availing Prayer : What Say
the Scriptures? It was a Bible Study outline with
brief quotations from other writers on the various
phases of prayer and its importance in our lives.
But just before it was published a most unusual
testing came to our home. It seemed very clear
that God had been leading my wife and me into a
place where He would test the reality of our faith
that prayer was availing. God must put the
"TEST," in each one's testimony.
Serious Illness Brings a Test

Our first little daughter, named Jean, was nearing
three years of age, but she wasn't talking as do normal children. After a very thorough examination
by an expert doctor, we found she was almost totally
deaf. By the "turning test" on a piano stool, it was
13
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found she had only one-sixth of the normal dizziness, indicating that the fluid in the inner ear was
dried up, and medical attention could do nothing
for it. A very high fever with a previous illness
had brought a bout this condition, unknown to us.
We were advised to begin at once to teach her lipreading, using what little hearing was still there.
The night after the medical examination I was out in
Pennsylvania attending a Conference of Young
Friends. I was in distress of mind over the probability of a little deaf-mute in our home. I did think
that perhaps man's extremity would be God's
opportunity, and that He could open little Jean's
ears, if it were His will to do so. So I was praying
that we might be shown the will of God, claiming
in the meantime Christ's promise to St. Paul,
"My grace is sufficient for thee ; for my strength is
made perfect in weakness" (2 Corinthians 12:9).
one at the Conference knew of my burden, but
I well remember the next morning being "on the
spot," as it were, with one of the leaders, a college
professor, who rather ridiculed my old-fashioned
faith in prayer, in Christ as Saviour, and in God as a
Trinity, revealed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
I maintained that this was what the Bible revealed,

No
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and that I would stand on that. That very night
at home the real test came.
After putting the son and wee daughter to bed,
my wife told me how she had been broken up over
this tragic situation. But in reading her pocket
Testament (which Ralph Norton of Belgium had
given her a few months before) she had been comforted. Then our prayers for leading were suddenly answered as the fiftieth verse of the fourth
chapter of the Gospel according to John seemed to
stand out on the page in bold letters: "Jesus saith
unto him (the nobleman), Go thy way; thy son
liveth. And the man believed the word that Jesus
had spoken unto him, and went his way." Together
we agreed that .God was showing us that the same
power that healed the nobleman's son across country
that day long ago, was now available and ready to
open the ears of our little gir 1.
"The wish" is so often "the father of the
thought," we did not want to jump at the text as
sure proof of God's will ; but my prayer was first
one of complete surrender, affirming that the grace
of Christ would be sufficient for the trial if God
willed us to have a little deaf-mute in our home.
With the inward urge of the Spirit, and the quiet
and gentle peace which He gives, we accepted as

16
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done His touch upon Jean's ears, and thanked the
Lord Jesus for it. And I was also led to ask that she be
given words to say on the morrow so that we would
know she could learn to talk, and that all would be
done for the honor of the Lord Jesus. No sooner
was "Amen" ("so be it") spoken, but we heard little
Jean upstairs suddenly cough twice. We just knew
something had happened, and we wept for joy!
'The Happy Result

The next morning we heard little Jean awaken
and rattle the sides of her crib. My wife went in to
her and as she lifted her up out of the crib, Jean
said, "up" ; and as she put her on the floor, she
said "down" very clearly- words she had never
said before. A few moments later she sat by the
south window and as the early morning train
three blocks away, was starting up from the station,
Jean rubbed her ears, and her face brightened up as
she said "choo-choo-choo. " God had opened her
ears and very evidently she was hearing normally.
For ten days we kept a record of the various
things that happened, showing beyond any shadow
of a doubt that Jean was hearing; and she began
to say words in imitation of what she heard from
us.
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Just here it should be said that further lessons
were learned in this experience- lessons that are
important. Sometimes people thin~ they are sure
of God's will, and claim some blessin'g, or perhaps
healing, and yet fail to maintain the attitude of
surrender and trust. Again, it often takes time and
patience to ascertain the Lord's will. We must wait
upon God!

A Lesson to be Learned
There were those who doubted our testimony as
to this miracle of healing. They "wanted to be
shown," and to hear for themselves that little Jean
was talking. To such, the little girl made no response;
she "shut up like a clam," and gave no demonstration where there was doubt. But to a helper who
came into the home, who believed our report and rejoiced in it all, little Jean would jabber away and
try new words, and just open up her little heart
completely. Such things are "revealed unto babes."
Believe first, and then the demonstration is given.
But God does not honor the 'Tm from Missouri"
attitude. This was in June, 1917, and after about
eight months we had another, quite different, test of
faith.

18
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Another 'Test

During the winter Jean's health varied; at times
she would have a cold and her hearing would seem
less keen. Medical attention was obtained, and she
was usually responsive to it. Finally, two doctors in
Philadelphia examined her: one for her general
condition, and the odd way she had of walking on
her toes ; and the other, for her ears. The inner ear
was normal, but some inflammation and small ade,
noids were reported. The latter had developed,
apparently, in the recent months. We were asked
to note and record her temperature mornings and
evenings, but no illness seemed evident. But sud,
denly, one Friday morning, her heart action and
breathing were very rapid. We were deeply con,
cerned, and of course made it a matter of much
prayer. That evening I recall asking for the "con,
secrated common sense" of my friend, J. Harvey
Borton, as to whether we should call for a doctor's
help, or just trust God for healing. His advice was
that inasmuch as medical aid was readily available,
we should use it, unless there was some unmis,
~akable leading to the contrary. (In foreign lands
Christians have frequently had to throw themselves
upon the mercy of God for healing, when no medical
help was at hand.)
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Sorrow, with Hope
. So, on Saturday, two doctors were called and treatment was given to Jean. Sunday morning, as I
watched by her bedside, I suddenly saw she was
getting blue in color, and doctors and nurse with
oxygen tank were gotten at once. It was endocarditus, a paralysis of the heart muscles. Our prayer
was that her hfe might be spared, and that thus she
might again glorify the Lord Jesus; but we had no
assurance and certainly no liberty to demand it.
All we could say was, "Thy will be done!"
"Little Jean went home to be with Jesus at twothirty," was the telegram we sent to my mother in
Florida. Heartbroken? Yes, almost! But we were
constantly buoyed up by the Holy Spirit's presence,
and His peace was upon us. We had done His will
and His will was being worked out for us and
through us, we were sure. We wanted to be sure
that we learned the lessons He had for us to learn.
One thing was made very clear :- "healing," as
such, is not to be claimed as for all, on the merits
of the atonement of Christ for our sins. God had
healed in accordance with His will, eight months
before ; but this time it was His will to take the
little girl home to be with Himself; and that we
might know "the God of all comfort," as never

20
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before; for He it is "who comforteth us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them
which are in any trouble by the comfort wherewith
we ourselves are comforted of God" (2 Corinthians
1 :4). Since those days of tears and loneliness when
we had to "trace the rainbow through the rain,"
we have been able to comfort others in times of
sorrow. We know the testings of the ''open grave,''
but we also know "the blessed hope," and the "sure
word of prophecy," to which we took heed "as unto
a light that shineth in a dark place" (2 Peter 1 :19).
God's promises that Christ would return "in like
manner" as men saw Him go (Acts 1 :11), and that
at His coming all believers would be changed and
given new resurrection bodies "like unto his gh
rious body" (Philippians 3 :21), and that thus some
day (perhaps soon), we would be reunited, were
truly a great comfort to us during those days.
Christ has not returned in these twenty-five years,
but the expectation is just as sure and just as comforting as ever.
Other loved ones have gone on, and other links
are now made with our heavenly home. My de,
voted mother, who lived as a widow for over fifty
years, died in 1940 at the age of 92. Before her
death I used to have sweet fellowship with her con,

Some Milestones of the Spirit

21

cerning the promises of the Holy Scriptures, especially those relating to our heavenly home, and the
fact that "absent from the body" would mean
"present with the Lord" when the call came. Her
references to "our Saviour," indicated that she
trusted in His merits, and not her own. I was glad
to learn from her that my father, as well as my
grandfather, had faith in the second coming of
Christ, as did also a number of Quaker ministers of
Philadelphia in the earlier days.
Results

Sorrow always enriches life- spiritual life, that
is- if we are responsive to the Teacher, the Holy
Spirit. "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth (or child-traineth) every son whom
he receiveth" (Hebrews 12:6). God forbid that we
should lose sight of the fact that after we are saved
and truly regenerated by the Holy Spirit, we are
as ready for Heaven, in Christ's righteousness, as we
will ever be; but we are left here awhile for training. How else would we be of any service to the
King- to rule perhaps over five or ten cities in the
Kingdom (St. Luke 19:17- 19) if we have never been
trained and disciplined by His grace while down
here? To be sure, we are to witness to His grace,

22
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but the perfection of "the works" and our growth
in grace are more important in God's sight than the
wee bit of work we may be able to do. So even
death loses its sting in the peaceable gentleness of
the Holy Spirit's teaching and the assurance of the
resurrection which He begets.
We learned, further, the meaning of this alternative, "The Lord gave his request, but sent leanness
into his soul." If we had demanded of the Lord
that our daughter should not die ; if we had insisted that we just couldn't give her up, perhaps He
would have given us our request, and then sent leanness into our souls. With the life spared, there
might readily have been a heart with continuing
weakness, so that Jean might have been an invalid.
How much better, "to depart and be with Christ"
in the innocence of babyhood, saved from the
world's sicknesses and sorrows and sins.
There are those who deny the reality of sickness,
calling it an "error of the mind." It is passing
strange how an innocent child of three and a half
years should get so muddled in her thinking as to
paralyze her heart ; or how so-called "error" in the
minds of her parents would have such an effect
upon her as to stop the beating of her heart, quite
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contrary to the wish and prayer of the parents! Oh,
no! Little Jean was genuinely sick, a poison
paralyzing the muscles of her heart.
God has plans for our lives, and some are complete at four years ; and some, at forty; and some, not
complete till eighty or more. His sovereign grace
must be recognized, for He is God. And it is part
of our training to be patient, and to learn His will
for each of our lives.

CHAPTER

IV

A reasonable test of personal religion is whether
it works effectively in the home. Is it contagious
with the children as they grow up? Christian
parents may be expected to regard children as
spiritual, as well as physical and social responsibilities. The family altar should be maintained
throughout the week, each evening, if not in the
morning. Our children should not only hear the
Bible read reverently and explained on occasion, but
they should hear the voice of parents in prayer.
These are convictions which should hold us steady
these turbulent days.
Ever since our experience at the Princeton Conference, my wife and I have had prayer together
each night before going to sleep. Usually there has
been much of thanksgiving; some of specific prayer
for wisdom as to problems of the home; and also of
intercession in behalf of others, for loved ones near
and far. For many years we have ended with a
prayer together, combining the sound advice or
command of Proverbs 3 :5, 6 as an affirmation with
the prayer of the Apostle Paul recorded in Ephesians
3:19: "We will trust in Thee, dear Lord, with all
our hearts, and lean not unto our own understand24
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ing; in all our ways we'll acknowledge Thee, that
Thou mayest direct our paths, that we may be
filled with all the fullness of God."
How conscious we are of failure to be all that the
Lord would have us to be, and how often we trust
our own judgments without patient waiting upon
the Lord. At times the prayer has been perfunctory, but it has been the bedrock desire of our
hearts, and it has been a continuing cha 1lenge to
make good on this daily affirmation of faith. Our
personal devotions in the mornings have been
separate, but the oneness of and agreement in
spiritual aspirations have, through the years, been
steadied by this evening prayer.
Early Radio Experiences

Radio ministry has occasionally been my pnvi
lege. The first was about 1923, in the early days
when the m ·crophone was very much like a telephone receiver. From the attic of the Seaside Hate'. in
Atlantic City, I spoke in behalf of the habit of daily
reading of the Bible, and the program of the Pocket
Testament League of Philadelphia, for which I was
an Extension Secretary. About two years later I
met a trol'ey car motorman up in the city of Reading, Pennsylvania, who recalled my name and the

26
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message he had heard that day by radio, coming up
over one hundred miles from the Jersey coast, a
long way in those days. Having been helped by
it, it was a pleasure to give him a new Pocket
Testament, so that his faith might grow.
Sometimes we learn lessons from our children.
On another occasion, in the twenties, I spoke by
radio at noontime from the Lit Brothers Store in
Philadelphia. My wife and one daughter, about
five, were informed that "Daddy would be on the
air" at noon. So they were all set to "listen in."
That evening I was told what happened. They did
not tell the wee daughter of three years, waiting to
see if she would recognize her daddy's voice. After
the message had started, little Virginia came into
the room and at once pricked up her ears and exclaimed, "There's Daddy." Then she stood over
close to the radio horn (as it was in those days)
and listened attentively. When there was a pause
in the message, she put her little head up to the
horn and called "Hello! Daddy!" Any parent
reading this testimony can readily appreciate how
happy I was, not only that my daughter recognized
my voice, but that she wanted to call back to me.
I had spoken on the subject of Prayer; and how this
did illustrate true prayer! It begins in the loving

Some Milestones cf the Sbirit

27

heart of Qod. He makes an impression upon us by
His Spirit, showing our need of the Saviour. When
we recognize His voice speaking peace in our souls,
then we do want to cry "Abba, Father" (as Paul
puts it in Romans). It is just that cry of the child,
"Hello, Daddy." How much more the Heavenly
Father must be made glad, and no wonder the
angels rejoice, when He knows we recognize His
voice and want to talk to Him. Notice, it wasn't
the neighbor's child, but it was my child who had
the desire for communication. How many so-called
Christians there are who are "deaf-mutes." They
never get quiet enough to hear the voice of Christ,
the Heavenly Shepherd, and they never make any
effort to speak with Him. Over and over again in
St. John ten, our Lord Jesus refers to"His voice"
being known and recognized by His sheep. They
follow Him and keep close to Him, by hearing, rather
than by seeing. Sheep have poor eyesight, but if
in good health, they have unusually keen hearing.
If wrong diet makes them sick, their hearing is
faulty. How prone human nature is to get off the
diet of "the sincere milk of the word" whereby they
grow ; they neglect the daily Bible study, and they
lose touch with the voice of Christ. The Apostle

28
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has well stated the truth: "Faith cometh by hearing,
and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17).

A Child's Prayer
Faith in the God who answers prayer was
deepened in the home after a rather unusual experience one evening when the mother was hearing
the prayers of the two younger children. I was up
in New York City over that night, so little 5-year
old Ruth asked the Lord "to take care of Daddy up in
the big city," and then most unexpectedly added,
"and don't let him spend any of his money on any
fool things ." The mother could scarcely believe
her ears, though this daughter was always a bit
original in her speech. What on earth did the child
mean? It just popped out that way; but nothing
was said in spite of inward amusement.
The next evening I returned home and heard
about the eight-fifteen prayer meeting of the children.
Then I told my story to my wife. At quarter of
eight the evening before, I was on a Broadway
trolley, watching the many lights, and reading the
signs. "Uncle Tom's Cabin" caught my eye, as a
movie of possible value. I only went occasionally,
and debated in my mind whether I should stop off
and see this picture, or go on up to the National
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Bible Institute, where I had a room. Well- I went
on home and had a profitable evening in fellowship
with other Christians, and did not "waste" any of
my money.
An evening or two later, as ·we had family worship after supper, small cards with verses of Scripture were given to each one. By coincidence, of
God's overruling, Ruth's card had upon it the
twenty-fourth verse of Isaiah sixty-five: "And it
shall come to pass that before they call I will answer,
and while they are yet speaking I will hear." A perplexing verse it had been to me, but suddenly it
glowed with fresh light. So I explained to the
daughter that the other evening after eight o'clock,
when she had prayed that Daddy wouldn't " spend
any of his money on any fool things," the prayer
was answered a half-hour before as I traveled up
Broadway. So Ruth's prayer was in the Spirit,
perhaps beyond her years, but the faith of all us was
enriched by the experience.
Others have known the blessed truth of this verse
by responding to the urge of the Spirit to pray for
friends, perhaps far away ; and then have learned
later of some need having been met, or some danger
averted, even before the intercession. Too many
today have little conviction that "God is," because
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they have never demonstrated that "He 1s a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him."
Patience in Learning God's Will

To learn God's will in business or profession
often requires patience. After about four years in
the extension work of the Business Men's Council of
the Pocket Testament League of Philadelphia, in the
early twenties, I was informed that in two months'
time this extension work would be discontinued.
I looked around for some other openings in Christian work. None appeared. I began to wonder
if there were no doors opening for such service,
should I not go back to my profession of Landscape
Des'. gn. One evening it seemed that a desicion was
about to be made. A phone call was to bring me an
answer as to a possible open door in further Scripture
distribution. The call came through, and the answer
was "No." A few minutes later a friend called to
ask if I could do some drafting in connection with
a new driveway and a garage. My answer was,
"Yes, indeed; tomorrow morning I'll be there." I
returned to the living room and told my wife about
the new job, and added, "Maybe the Lord is leading
me back into Landscape Architecture." I'll never
forget her reply; it was so much to the point and
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was a real help at the time, "Perhaps," said she,
"it's a temptation!" The next morning still another
job was offered me. So I was real busy for two
weeks, but I kept praying that I shouldn't be permitted to take my "hand from the plow" of Christian work, unless it was made very evident to be the
Lord's will. In another two weeks, I learned that
George T. B. Davis wanted an Extension Secretary
for his Campaign for "A Million Testam~nts for
China." That door did open, and year and a half in
that promotional work was just the next step the
Lord had for me in preparing me for the Scripture
Gift Mission. These landscape jobs gave me a little
much needed income, and tested my faith as to what
conviction was going to really hold me. God gives
us jolts and jars sometimes, and a little fire to test
us, but it's all for our training.
Another thing we should learn as to apprehending the will of God ! The evangelical Christian can
be sure, yes, very sure and dogmatic, about the
eternal verities of the Gospel--our "vertical" relationships to God, through the truths revealed in
Scripture. But we must not be so dead sure, too
quickly, about our "horizontal" relationships- as to
just what God's will is for us or for others whose
lives touch ours. Sometimes young people get very
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dogmatic about their "love affairs," and must needs
exercise patience, and take time-plenty of timeto ascertain the real leading of the Spirit. We do
well to remember that "gentleness," is one of the
nine-fold fruits of the Spirit. Satan nags at us to do
something; but the quiet urge of the Spirit is quite
different.
I recall the patience required both for us as
parents and for our only son, while he was preparing
for his life work. As a lad he felt a call to the gospel
ministry. During college days at Wheaton, Illinois,
it left him. He decided to teach, and spent three
interesting years (two with his bride of 1935), in a
Mission School in Beirut, Syria. On returning to
America the need for more training was evident.
While at Faith Seminary for three years the call to
the ministry was renewed. The hand of the Lord
could be seen in the experiences of the past years,
gaining a vision of the Mission field and two trips
into Palestine, a valued background for his present
gospel ministry. The persistent prayer of the years
was answered.

CHAPTER

v

In 1916 I heard a great preacher say a true word
which has stuck: "It doesn't matter so much what
convictions you hold, but what are the convictions
that hold you?" So it has been profitable to analyze
my convictions to see just which ones have held me
through the past twenty-five years. One is, that the
Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the true Church,
had put His hand on me and called me to be a minister of the Gospel, to declare His truth frankly and
fearlessly, with no desire to tickle the ears of listeners, or compromise with truth, even in the presence
of those who do not have "like precious faith." To
Jonah, (Jonah 3 :2), the Lord said "Preach . . .
the preaching that I bid thee." Of Jeremiah God
required faithfulness to the revealed truth which
He gave him, even though it be distasteful to the
King, and rejected by the people. To the Apostle
Paul, enthusiastic as he was about the propagation of
the Gospel, and seeing it successful in some measure
about the Roman Empire, it was revealed that it
would never be wholly successful, but that the
tares would outnumber the wheat, and that later
on "some shall depart from the .faith" . . . "they
will not endure sound doctrine" . . . "but evil
33
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men and seducers shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving and being deceived." (To Timothy.)
To the Romans he warned that the true believer
should "mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
learned, and avoid them. For they that are such
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ." If one is faithful
to "try the spirits, whether they are of God, because
many false prophets have gone out .into the world"
(even as the Apostle John warned), he will have
discernment when primary truth is left out and
secondary values or mere platitudes of good advice
are stressed. So the minister is to "speak forth" for
God, as an "ambassador for Christ," pleading with
men to be "reconciled to God." How accurately
these warnings are being fulfilled in our day, and
how few are held by convictions as to God's exclusive truth!
!flua~er

Preaching

Although there is a valued inheritance of Quaker
blood and tradition of over two hundred years, it
would not hold me in the fold unless I felt there
were some permanent testimonies which were thoroughly in accordance with the truth. Theoretically
at least, in Quakerism Christ is the Head of the
Church, we meet "in His Name" and His Holy
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Spirit presides at every Meeting for worship. All
life is to be sacramental with gratitude and devotion
to the One whose body was broken, and whose
blood was shed for the remission of our sins. The
baptism of the Spirit is the primary and necessary
experience of every Christian. Let those who will,
use the symbols in worship and ritual as they may
wish. By God's grace, in response to our appropriating faith, we can be filled with the Spirit for
victory over sin, for wisdom in business, and guidance into sensing a fitness of things in public worship
and testimony for Christ.
After being "recorded" as a minister of the Gospel nearly twenty years ago (Sflua~ers do not ordain
their preachers or require theological training), these
convictions still hold firm . In a Meeting for worship
when all present are expected to " center down" in
adoration and expectation to meet God alone, why
break the silence with words if those words do not
come from the urge of the Spirit whose declared
purpose is to "take of the things of Christ and reveal
them unto us." Why speak at all, if one cannot
"speak a good word for the Lord Jesus" as the young
Drumtochty Scotch preacher was urged to do by
his dying mother? Why discuss sociology and good
behavior when the primary sin question and a
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knowledge of Christ are thereby neglected or excluded? Why stress manners and modes of worship
when there are many present who know not how to
worship acceptably in the true Christian sense?
Why exhort to Prayer, when there are many who
know not how to get upon "praying ground"?
A 'Test in the Yearly Meeting
In 1925 the Society of Friends in Philadelphia
(the Orthodox Branch, which acknowledges Jesus
Christ as Saviour and Lord in the historic, Protestant
sense) had reason to revise its Book of Discipline, to
adapt its ancient faith and procedure to modern
conditions. A large committee had been working
on the new Book of Faith and Practice for several
months. It had agreed to discontinue the quotations
from ancient Quaker writers as to our faith in Christ
as "our propitiation for sin," but certain verses
from the writings of the Apostle John were to be
used as the "Foreword." I recall having sent, in
writing, to the committee, a plea for two or three
verses which I thought would balance and
strengthen our testimony as a Religious Society.
They were not accepted, however, by the liberal
majority of the Revision Committee.
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The final session of our Yearly Meeting came
early in April, and it happened to be on a Good
Friday that year. In the opening worship period,
a message on the deep significance of the day and of
God's love for us as shown in the sacrifice of Calvary,
had been given by George Warner. Then came the
committee's report, read by the clerks. I at once
noticed the lack of reference to the death or resurrection of Christ in the verses of the Foreword. In
the open Meeting I therefore rose to propose the
three verses which came back very freshly to my
memory.
It shoul.d be noted in this record, for the benefit
of those who know little of the methods of a business meeting among Friends, that they do not take
a vote; the clerks must endeavor to gather the sense
of the meeting, to make a minute as to what unity
of judgment the meeting reaches. To reach such
decisions any one member is just as welcome to
speak as any other, and a true, democratic spirit is
always shown. "Where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty."
Therefore, I felt called to ask for the addition of
the verses from John's Gospel, and I read them from
my Pocket Testament as follows: " I am the good
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the
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sheep"; and "therefore doth my Father love me
because I lay down my life, that I might take it again"
(St. John 10:11, 17). "I am the resurrection and the
life; he that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live" (St.John 11 :25). There were a number who at once sensed the value and importance of
these verses and that my' appeal to balance up our
Foreword was reasonable and appropriate to our
historic evangelical position. But the opposition
was at once active, and various liberal Friends
objected that it was unwise to tamper with the
report as the committee had given it to the Yearly
Meeting. Underneath one could feel the conflict
of truth with error, for the cross has never lost its
"offence" and the pride of human nature does not
want to acknowledge the need of an atoning Saviour,
or that any hope of resurrection hereafter rests
solely in the merits of the Son of God.
After a full hour's discussion, pro and con, the
clerks' minute that the committee's report be accepted without any additions, was approved. I
accepted the judgment of the Meeting, naturally,
and a little later slipped out to go to my office for
the finish of the half-day's work on this holiday.

Some Milestories of the Spirit

A Definite Prayer
I had two Christian young women in my office,
and we were engaged with Mr. George T. B.
Davis in providing "A Million Testaments for
China" that year. I at once felt a great burden upon
my spirit that the honor of Christ in our Society
was at stake, and that here, on Good Friday, we had
failed to give written testimony in our Book of
Faith and Practice to the death and resurrection of
Christ in our behalf. I asked the two young ladies
to agree .with me in prayer that God's will might be
done, and that Christ's victory for us might be now
made effective in this meeting. So we did pray, all
three of us, that God would bring the subject
back "into the life of the Meeting" if it was His will
to change the previous decision. The ladies then
left for their half-day off to attend a Good Friday
service. I soon returned to the Meeting House,
which was only a five-minutes' walk.
As I entered the front of the large room near the
gallery, I heard an elderly Friend say, "I feel very
much more comfortable now than before, and I am
especially grateful for the remarks of
"
I sensed that something had happened and whispered
to someone, "What's happened?" They said,
"They have put in thy verses." "Praise the Lord,"
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I quietly exclaimed. Then there was a quiet pause
at that moment, and so with hat and coat in hand, I
stepped forward and said I felt some word of testimony was due from me, and told how three of us
had agreed about the matter in special prayer a halfhour before, that God's will might be fully done by
the Meeting, and that our testimony in print might
be true as to the cross of Christ and His resurrection.
It stirred the Meeting profoundly. Someone called
for a period of silence, and then one gave voice to
prayer which truly melted the meeting. I was completely broken up by it ; and later I was told there
was scarcely a dry eye in all that large gathering.
The Wisdom of the Spirit

What had happened while I was out of the Meeting was significant, and I relate it as a testimony to
the inherent value of the Quaker way of not voting
or getting "brittle" over differences of judgment.
The wisdom of the Holy Spirit was first evident in
His operation upon the mind of one who would be
considered somewhat of a liberal. He "didn't feel
comfortable" about the decision, and asked for
permission of the other clerks to speak of the
previous item of business. He was encouraged to
be faithful to what was required of him. He told
the Meeting that the Quaker principle was "not to
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override a weighty minority" in business matters,
and he feared a mistake had been made, and perhaps we had better postpone the acceptance of that
Report until next year. The subject was thus
brought "back into the life of the Meeting," just as
we had prayed. The Secretary of the Yearly
Meeting promptly said we could not delay action
as a new Book of Discipline should be printed this
year, and that he, for one, would be glad if those
verses could be accepted by the Meeting. There
were a few other approvals and then a wave of
voices in assent over the large gathering. The minute was changed, and the three verses were accepted for the Foreword of our Yearly Meeting's
Book of Faith and Practice. The Orthodox Branch
has officially continued to uphold their truth ever
smce.
Recently, in 1941, the Yearly Meeting acknowledged its position of faith as confessing Jesus "as
God and Saviour," although, historically, Friends
have preferred not to subscribe to a set creed.
They have grown more liberal of late in interdenominational activities, but the Philadelphia group
has never joined the New York Federation of
Churches of Christ in America.

CHAPTER

VI

Two great facts of Scripture have profoundly
influenced my growth in a knowledge of the things
of the Spirit; but they came to me in a rather indirect manner. In my travels in the interests of
Scripture distribution, I had the privilege of attending, at least for brief periods, many of the best
Bible Conferences in various places. It was my
privilege to meet Dr. Reuben A . Torrey, the great
evangelist, on various occasions at the Montrose
Conference in northern Pennsylvania. As he
was on the Committee of Endorsement of the
Scripture Gift Mission, I got to know him and love
him. His testimony on the reality of the Holy
Spirit was, as I recall it, about like this:

A Revolutionary Fact
Although he had been in Christian work for
some years, one day he became aware of the fact that
God, by the Holy Spirit, was actually dwelling inside his body; that the Holy Spirit was a Person,
and that He could, and gladly would, control all
the activities of his life. This great thought had
revolutionized his life and ministry.
42

Some Milestones of the Soirit

43

I endeavored at once to also apprehend this
stupendous fact; that the condescending grace of
God was available to even me, unworthy and
sinful as I naturally was; that after I had received
Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour and was
trusting in His merit alone, and that His blood was
shed for the complete remission of all my sins, then
God could in righteousness, condescend to dwell in
my cleansed body, by His Holy Spirit. Demonstrating all the attributes of personality, He would take
of the things of Christ and show them unto me
(St. John 16:15). If I was to apprehend the exhortation of the Apostle Paul, "let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 2:5)
it would be accomplished by God the Holy Spirit
dwelling in me and controlling my mind. Then a
sort of corollary to this truth was learned when I
heard a Bible teacher (I forget now who it was) say
that when Christ referred to the Holy Spirit as the
Comforter, He used a Greek word, "parakletos,"
which simply meant "One called alongside to help."
This made it all seem very real and supernaturally
natural. A Person, God Himself, was to be sent
down to the believer to dwell in him forever, living
alongside his ego; always ready to help- not to
hinder, except to keep us from error or sin- but
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always to help us know the will of God and to do it.
If we failed, if we grieved Him, it was because we
did not patiently wait for His control.
Practical Help in Business

The practical value of looking to this inward
Monitor, the Christ within, the Helper alongside,
was demonstrated to me one time while I was still
in the profession of Landscape Design. I had
started the day "on my knees" in the study of the
Bible, and prayer, and had asked for wisdom for the
day's work. On reaching the city of Reading I was
intent on interviewing three or four business men.
The question was, where should I go first, and whom
should I see next? I stopped on the curb a few
moments and lifted my heart in silent prayer for
wisdom as to where I should go first . Promptly the
impression (I say impression, for it was not a voice,
but a feeling within that it was the right thing)
came to me that I should go to see Mr. K. first.
This I did, finding him in, and having a satisfactory
interview. Then about 11 :30 A. M. I walked back
to Penn Street thinking I would next take
the trolley over to Wyomissing, two miles to the
west, to see Mr. R . But suddenly I saw an electric
sign over the sidewalk, "Victory Restaurant, " and
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I felt impressed to stop for lunch before going over
to Wyomissing. I hesitated, thinking I had never
been in this restaurant before and that it was
rather early for me to eat lunch. However, I felt
impressed to go into this restaurant, so I did. I
saw very few others inside, but as I walked to the
rear, I was suddenly amazed to see Mr. · R. seated
at a table. Here was the very man I wanted to seeand I was prevented from taking the trip in vain,
for God knew Mr. R. was in that restaurant, and
He led me to the exact spot. Mr. R. invited me to
join him, so interview number two was accomplished
without the loss of time in going over to Wyomissing.
Is this not closely related to the testimony of
Abraham's servant as he journeyed to find a bride
for Isaac, when he said, "I being in the way, the
Lord led me" (Genesis 24 :27)? If we abide in Christ
and in His Word, He promises to give us our petition, especially when we ask for widsom as the
Apostle James urges us to do, and when we "ask in
faith, nothing wavering" (James 1 :6). Quite often
the leading of the Spirit becomes evident, not as
we are making a decision, but afterward. Our real
responsibility is to consciously keep "in the way"the way of obedient faith, of yieldedness of heart
and mind.
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In 'Travels
Failures have been frequent, and not always have
I lived up to the light I apprehend, but God has
always been faithful-that is sure! Sometimes when
taking a seat in a train, I have asked for leading as to
where I should sit, or as to who might sit alongside
me, in order that I might be a wit~ess for Christ
and improve the time in some measure. Sometimes
nothing happens, it seems, so my reading or studying or writing is the thing to pursue. But quite
often an opportunity has been afforded to lead the
conversation into the theme of- religion, I was
going to say. Although this word "religion" is
a threadbare word and often misused, it really has
point. Ever since I learned from my New York
attorney-friend, James E. Bennet, that "religion"
properly comes from the root religio, which means to
bind again, or bind back to God, I have felt that we,
as Christians, have the one true religion. There are
hundreds of systems of "religion," but the true way
of getting "bound back" into true and lasting fellowship with God is through faith in His Son, who
died for our sins, giving His life a ransom for us,
shedding His blood for the covering and remission
of all our sins- "the just for the unjust, that He
might bring us to God." Only thus are we recon-
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ciled to God ; only thus have we "peace with God."
This is the true religion; this is what the Bible calls
"salvation." And this is what I like to discuss with
people as I meet them on train or bus or auto.
Not so long ago I was impressed to engage a young
man in conversation on a bus trip to Philadelphia.
As is so often the case, he knew intellectually some
of the facts of history concerning Jesus Christ;
but he "had never really done business with Him."
So I asked the young man to receive Him then and
there on the bus ; NOW was especially the time for
him, (as he expected that day to enlist in military
service for his country's defense.) He gave me his
_hand; he accepted the Lo"rd Jesus Christ as his own
Saviour, and a few moments later said he "felt
better already." (Faith always must come first ;
then the feeling may follow. The next day his name
was given to the pastor of his church at home ; he
was followed up; and before finally leaving home
for the service, he made public confession of Christ
and joined that church. How important to keep
"in the way," so that the Lord can lead us by His
Holy Spirit!
'Two Experiences

Quite often we meet "yes-men," those who
readily agree with all we say concerning Christ and
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salvation. Such assent to our testimony makes it
difficult to be truly helpful to one who really may
be in need of spiritual help. One summer at a conference in New Hampshire, I met Dr. Walter Wilson, who is one of the best of soul winners, as well
as a great Bible teacher. I asked him how best to
overcome this difficulty in Personal Work. His
answer was a suggestion of great merit, so I pass it
on that it may help others. "Ask him," said Dr.
Wilson, "if he claims to be a Christian, 'What did
you get when you received Christ as your Saviour?' "
This is a question not to be answered by yes or no.
So later on I tried it. As I journeyed in my
auto one morning I asked this question of a young
man up in the state of Maine. The young man
floundered around with nothing definite to say,
remarking that it was good to have churches, and
to be members of such, etc., etc. He had no knowledge of Christ as his Saviour, for he got nothing from
Him, no benefits whatever! I suggested to him
some of the things which we do get when we are
identified with Christ in saving faith . He was
helped by the interview, I trust, though I've wondered if I should not have more definitely "put him
on the spot," and asked him then and there to receive Christ, and trust in Him!
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Later on the same day, another "hitch-hiker"
was given a lift. Again the conversation was
brought around to our relationship to Christ and His
Church. Yes. He was a Christian. "That's fine! You
have received Christ, then, as your Savior?" Yesagain. "Well, what did you get when you received
Christ?" "I got forgiveness of my sins," was his
rely. "That's right; that's of first importance, isn't
it? What else?" I asked him. "Well, I was given
the Holy Ghost," said he. "That's fine! Two very
good answers," I said. "What church were you
brought up in?" I asked. "The Catholic Church,"
he replied. He had been well instructed in the two
primary facts of saving faith and experience; and
we had, for ten miles, some real fellowship. Of
such, I would say they have a grasp of salvation
far more effective than the modern college man who
trusts in his own social righteousness. Anyone who
takes his place before God as a sinner, and then
acknowledges the Lord Jesus as the Son of God,
receives Him as his Saviour, and trusts the benefits
of His death and resurrection for him- that man is
baptized by the Holy Spirit and is regeneratedborn again-by His operation in his soul; he has
received the gift of eternal like.
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Sad Experiences with False Cults
Some further instruction by the Spirit was my
portion when I came into contact with some of the
false cults of the present day, such as Mrs. Eddy's
unscientific counterfeit of Christianity, and the
healings of New Thought. I would not advertise
the work of the enemy of our souls, but perhaps a
few words of warning are needed.
About twenty years ago we became acquainted
.with some distant relatives living near Chicago,
while I was a Y. M. C . A . Secretary in Du Page
County, Illinois. · They were showing signs of
being persuaded to try out Mrs. Eddy's vain
philosophy that sickness is simply "an error of
mortal mind," and that what men call illness is a
delusion contrary to the will of God, and can be
healed by persistent thinking and affirmations of a
faith which she outlines, which is quite remote from
the healing which Jesus or His disciples accomplished. I witnessed to Mr. and Mrs. S. as to my
faith in the Lord Jesus, and that as sinners we
needed God's forgiveness on the basis of the blood of
Christ shed for us, which Mrs. Eddy denies.
Furthermore, I told them how God had healed our
wee daughter Jean a few years before, in answer
to the prayer of faith, but that she died later, just
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as definitely in God's will; and that Christian
Science was a false cult which they should not
tolerate in their home. They gave .respectful attention to my words, but refused the warning.
A few years later I learned indirectly of the sad
ending of their tragic tolerance. Mr. S. had a long
illness of typhoid fever. Christian Science was
tried, but it failed to bring relief, and he insisted,
finally, on having a medical doctor. While recovering, his wife suddenly became ill one morning
with what. they called acute indigestion. The pain
was very real, and the denials of Christian Science
could not avail for any relief. The practitioner failed
to allay her fears, and she finally rushed into her
husband's room, crying, 'Tm dying! I'm dying!
Get a doctor, quick!" She did die in a few hours in
mortal terror of soul. No comfort then to be had in
a bloodless creed of self-righteousness. "Outer
darkness," where the light of the glorious Gospel of
the eternal Son of God does not penetrate, does have
a terror for the heart that has heard the Gospel of
grace, and spurned it. Far be it from me to judge my
relative; but I do know what judgment the word of
Christ brings to bear. Three times He said to those
who had not faith in Him but were rebellious to His
control, that they should be "cast out into outer
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darkness; there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth" (St.Matthew 8:12; 22:13, and 25:30). Satan
deceives many these days by his denials of the oldfashioned Gospel, and then laughs at their terror
when the pangs of death grip them. Far better, my
reader friend, to believe God's Word, and trust the
merits of His Son, the Saviour who gave His life a
ransom for our sins, and receive eternal life as God's
free and unmerited gift!
A few years later, the wife of an old pal of my
school days had a stroke and a few years of illness
as a shut-in. I offered my help in the way of Gospel
comfort; I offered a friend to come and sing for her,
and I sent tracts for her to read. Previously I had
urged her to break with New Thought and other
Unitarian philosophies. I had pleaded with her to
trust in Christ, and yield to Him. All my efforts
were spurned, and my prayers were unanswered.
Finally, as she neared the valley of the shadow of
death, so I was told, she began to have terrible
fears of the future; she had no peace with God, for
she had rejected Him "who is our peace." She actually died screaming in terror of soul! This, again,
is terrible, even to write about, and I would rather
refrain. But this word of warning is required of me.
I must do, in writing this record, even as Jonah was
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told: "Preach . . . the preaching that I bid thee."
There is one way to be saved, and that must be in
the name of the Lord Jesus Christ; "for there is none
other name under heaven given among men whereby
we must be saved" (Acts 4:12). People who have
heard the Gospel of grace and have been brought
up with some Bible knowledge, and then in pride
refuse to definitely accept and confess the Saviour,
are under greater condemnation, and will have
deeper remorse. Are they not spoken of in He,
brews 10 :29: "Of how much sorer punishment,
suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he
was sanctified (set apart for God), an unholy thing,
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?"
Primary 'Truth

I am convinced that God wants us to know the
Holy Spirit dwelhng in us as a Personahty; for
Jesus said that the Spirit of Truth, or Comforter,
could not be received by the people of the world,
"because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him:
but ye ~now him; for he dwelleth ·with you, and
shall be in you" (St. John 14:17). Stupendous miracle
of grace! This is a fact which is neglected in most
so,called Christian teaching!
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I believe it was the missionary from China,
James Graham, Jr., who said that most all errors of
false cults or "isms" with a wrong slant or emphasis,
could be traced to a wrong conception of the
Trinity. Our Triune God is revealed as Father with
certain characteristics and Divine qualities, and He
wills and controls the universe ; the Son, eternally
self-existent with the Father, wor~s in creation and
redemption. He has done some of His work in
providing redemption for man by atonement, when
His blood was shed on Calvary's cross; and some
day He will complete our salvation by raising our
bodies from corruption and from the earth, changing
them in a moment, to be like unto His glorious body;
and with His glorified Church, He will rule from
Jerusalem for "a thousand years," demonstrating
what the Kingdom of God on earth truly is. Some
go astray by attributing to the Holy Spirit of God
during this age, what the Lord Jesus, the Son of
God, must do in the Kingdom Age. Jesus is not
ruling now, except by the Holy Spirit in men's
hearts; by a gentle persuasion and permissive control, as our wills are yielded to Him. Some day the
Son of God "Jesus, the King of the Jews" will rule
"with a rod of iron " - that will be the real Kingdom.
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The Spirit of God witnesses to the truth of the
Holy Scriptures which He inspired years ago. He
does what Christ said He would do-convinces the
world of the primary sin, of not believing on the
Lord Jesus as Saviour. He reveals to man the
righteousness of Christ, and His mind is made
operative in our experience. To know these primary facts is important if we would properly witness to other people, especially when we meet those
who have been poorly or inadequately instructed
in Sunday school and church, or indoctrinated by
some false cult. We do well to cultivate a knowledge of the mind of the Spirit and His ways of giving
us impressions and leadings. His leading "into all
truth" must harmonize with the truth of Holy
Scripture. Of course we never become infallible
in our judgment, but we can be very definitely
helped by the Spirit's leading, if we abide in Christ,
and His Word, and look to the· Spirit for illumination. He will be our Teacher, and only through His
operation do we grow in grace.
END
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OTHER SMALL BOOKS
BY THE SAME AUTHOR

The Shepherd and the Sheep
\Vhy Believe the Bible?
Responsibilities and conditions of Availing Prayer
\Vhy Loo~for Christ's Return? and Numerous Leaflets
Editor of the "Paragraphed" N_ew Testament

May, 1945
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I am constrained to add a page to this little book,
because of what I have recently gone through-with a
heartbreak. There are so many today who think it
maikes little difference what we believe about the Lord
Jes us Christ! They are so busy "going about to establish
their own righteousness" (Romans I0: 3) and trusting in
their own merit, they fail to recognize the imperatives of
the Gospel. Some object to our frequent quoting from
the Bible. But if we really know Christ experimentally
it is natural that we use His language-the Bible-when
we speak of Him. 1 have resigned my membership among
Friends. The following is a copy of my letter to my
Monthly Meeting, and explains itself.
4th Month 20th, 1945.
To the Members of Moorestown Monthl y Meeting,
Dear Friends:
All my life I have valued my birthright membership
in the Religious Society of Friends, with our roots deep
in the early history of South jersey. For twenty years
I have been recorded as a iv\ inister of the Gospel , and
this recognition by my meeting that God's hand was
upon me, has been precious. The liberty to preach the
Gospel and testify to God's grace in personal salvation,
even as did the early Friends in the unprogramed, open
meeting has been highly esteemed .

58

Another Milestone

May, 1945

It is, therefore, with reluctance and sorrow, and only
after years of patiently and prayerfully seeking to know
God's will in the matter, that 1 have had to come to the
conviction that the time has arrived for me to resign my
membership. This step is not taken just for the purpose
of seeking fellowship or working with others "that have
obtained like precious faith." Membership brings responsibility. For years I have been a conscientious
objector to the liberal trends in our religious education
and its failure to defend or to propagate that "faith which
is in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ."
When the essentials of Christian faith are absent or
neglected or denied, then 1 believe the command of the
Apostle Paul to the Christians at Corinth, becomes imperative to us who would be consistent Believers today :" Wherefore come ye out from among them and be ye
separate, saith the Lord." ( 11 Corinthians 6: 17a). Difference in faith and loyalty were clearly drawn in the
Early Church ; today it is not so easy, but none the less
important.
There is a quiet unexpressive remnant in the Society
which 1 believe still holds to historic Christian faith ,
who do confess "Jesus Christ as God and Saviour," the
necessity and effic acy of His atoning death on the cross
for our sins, His bodily resurrection , and the necessity of
our regeneration and consistent living by the power of
the Holy Spirit, made effective by our trust in the merits
of Christ. Thus would some of us acknowledge the

May, 1945
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authority of the Bible revelation for matters of doctrine.
But this is not th~ faith which is being taught to ou.r
young people.
Our Orthodox Branch of Friends has recorded such faith
in the past, but in recent years we have neglected it, and
approve those who reject it. It is evident we have disobeyed the Scriptural injunction, "Hold fast the form of
sound words." (II Tim. I :13a.). This is revealed in
the records of our recent Yearly Meeting in Philadelphia
(March, 1945). I feel sure this has grieved the Holy
Spirit, for His work is to give the Son of God all the preeminence.
We speak much about following Christ's teaching, but
we have ignored the teaching as to what is "the work of
God," the first duty of the Church, to get others to believe
on Christ Jesus ; to disciple all nations-in short, Evangelism. Instead we have substituted the Social Gospel
which "would pervert the Gospel of Christ." (Gal. I :7.)
All our Committees think and act in terms of social or
group salvation instead of personal salvation "by grace
through faith." The leadership of our Society has
directed these trends and most others have agreed to
them and want further change. We analyze our weaknesses but it seems we are afraid to apply God's remedy.
Lack of assurance and power is now the result and a
general falling off in attendance at our meetings.
I am grateful for the patience which Friends have
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shown me, and I in turn have t ried to reciprocate, and
to keep the peace. My departure from our t raditional
pacifism by writing the "Open Letter to those in the
Armed Forces" for their encouragement, is not a primary
issue. If it is to be made an issue in membership, it
will at once give cau se for further divisions.
I have been praying and hoping for a return to the
faith of Ea rly Friends and a demonstration of their zea l
and power to make known the Saviour of the world, · but
I fa il to see i~ in our program or our leadership . W hat
kind of a Christ we preach and wh at' Gospel we procl aim,
makes a ll the difference to the humian soul between eternal life and outer d a rkness forev er. I cannot compromi se
on these issues. Therefore it seems mos t con sistent fo r
me t o resign my membership .
God fo rbid that I should cease to pray fo r a rea l
reY iv al in Quakerism .
Sincerely your friend ,
W M.

H.

RICHI E.

May every reader of thi s.
confess before GOD, th at he is
tru sting in the merits of C hrist;
t he One " who loved me and
gave himself for me ." ( Gal ati ans 2 :20.)

